Calvary Sermon Notes    June 19, 2011

Sermon: “A Rope in the Window” 

Today’s Text: Joshua 2

Joshua 2 (KJV)

 1And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two men to spy secretly, saying, Go view the land, even Jericho. And they went, and came into an harlot's house, named Rahab, and lodged there. 

Numbers 13-14 (KJV)
Numbers 14:1-3

 1And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night. 

 2And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness! 

 3And wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt? 

 4And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt. 

· A leader knows when to dispense information.

· Rahab lived on the edge of society. 

 2And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, there came men in hither to night of the children of Israel to search out the country. 

 3And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men that are come to thee, which are entered into thine house: for they be come to search out all the country. 

 4And the woman took the two men, and hid them, and said thus, There came men unto me, but I wist not whence they were: 

 5And it came to pass about the time of shutting of the gate, when it was dark, that the men went out: whither the men went I wot not: pursue after them quickly; for ye shall overtake them. 

 6But she had brought them up to the roof of the house, and hid them with the stalks of flax, which she had laid in order upon the roof. 

 7And the men pursued after them the way to Jordan unto the fords: and as soon as they which pursued after them were gone out, they shut the gate. 

 8And before they were laid down, she came up unto them upon the roof; 

 9And she said unto the men, I know that the LORD hath given you the land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you. 

 10For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. 

 11And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more courage in any man, because of you: for the LORD your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath. 

· Rahab declared God’s power.
 12Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me by the LORD, since I have shewed you kindness, that ye will also shew kindness unto my father's house, and give me a true token: 

 13And that ye will save alive my father, and my mother, and my brethren, and my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver our lives from death. 

· This prostitute knew the importance of family.

· Rahab took a risk for God.
 14And the men answered her, Our life for yours, if ye utter not this our business. And it shall be, when the LORD hath given us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with thee. 
 15Then she let them down by a cord through the window: for her house was upon the town wall, and she dwelt upon the wall. 

 16And she said unto them, Get you to the mountain, lest the pursuers meet you; and hide yourselves there three days, until the pursuers be returned: and afterward may ye go your way. 

 17And the men said unto her, We will be blameless of this thine oath which thou hast made us swear. 

 18Behold, when we come into the land, thou shalt bind this line of scarlet thread in the window which thou didst let us down by: and thou shalt bring thy father, and thy mother, and thy brethren, and all thy father's household, home unto thee. 

 19And it shall be, that whosoever shall go out of the doors of thy house into the street, his blood shall be upon his head, and we will be guiltless: and whosoever shall be with thee in the house, his blood shall be on our head, if any hand be upon him. 

 20And if thou utter this our business, then we will be quit of thine oath which thou hast made us to swear. 

 21And she said, According unto your words, so be it. And she sent them away, and they departed: and she bound the scarlet line in the window. 

· Rahab did not allow her past to keep her from faith in God.

· God can use anyone – even me.

· God takes pleasure in working through ordinary and unlikely people.

Luke 7:36-50 (KJV)

 36And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. 

 37And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, 

 38And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment. 

 39Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner. 

 40And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on. 

 41There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. 

 42And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most? 

 43Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged. 

 44And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. 

 45Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet. 

 46My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment. 

 47Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 

 48And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. 

 49And they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also? 

 50And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.
· Rahab new that she was a sinner. 

1 John 1:8-10 (KJV)

 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

 22And they went, and came unto the mountain, and abode there three days, until the pursuers were returned: and the pursuers sought them throughout all the way, but found them not. 

 23So the two men returned, and descended from the mountain, and passed over, and came to Joshua the son of Nun, and told him all things that befell them: 

 24And they said unto Joshua, Truly the LORD hath delivered into our hands all the land; for even all the inhabitants of the country do faint because of us.

· All of us have a little of Rahab in us. 
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